
2nd Grade Suggested Summer Reading List  

(You are also welcomed to read any books that you find enjoyable 
and interesting) 

 
Greetings From Somewhere The Mystery of the Mosaic by Harper Paris, illustrated by 

Marcos Calo 

Second in a series, this is a simple story about two kids who accompany their parents to 

Venice, Italy and get the chance to solve two mysteries.  

 
The Magic Tree House by Mary Pope Osborne 

A MUST-READ series for all kids! These combine mystery, history, magic, and 

adventure as siblings Jack and Annie adventure through time. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1442497211/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1442497211&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=NAB6QSDN35FS3WQF
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375835342/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0375835342&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=IMP66BCT4IJSMKQL
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1442497211/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1442497211&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=NAB6QSDN35FS3WQF


 
Like Carrot Juice on a Cupcake by Julie Sternberg, illustrated by Matthew Cordell 

I really loved this story told in first person from Eleanor’s point of view. It’s about the 

challenges when Eleanor gets jealous of a new girl she thinks her best friend Pearl 

might like better than her.  

 

The Miniature World of Marvin & James by Elise Broach, 

illustrated by Kelly Murphy 

SUPER EASY! When James leaves for vacation, his pet beetle, Marvin, and his little 

sister get into some trouble inside the pencil sharpener. Luckily Marvin figures out how 

to save them both, James returns from vacation, and all is well. Good for very beginning 

readers transitioning to chapter books. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1419710338/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1419710338&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=MNSX63QVBVD5Y634
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0805091904/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0805091904&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=6N3DWA7R34DMR7NU
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0805091904/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0805091904&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=6N3DWA7R34DMR7NU


 
A to Z Mysteries by Rob Roy 

This addictive mystery series will keep your kids reading for hours and days and 

months. 

 
Little Red Quacking Hood by Norah Z. Jones  (There are many in the series to pick 

from) 

Scaredy Pants W Wolf needs Princess’s help. Little Red Quacking Hood keeps stealing 

his pies! Wold, Princess, and Moldylocks follow Little Red and discover the reason for 

the pie theft is not at all what they thought! And, there’s an easy solution.  

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375835342/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0375835342&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=IMP66BCT4IJSMKQL
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545638410/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0545638410&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=RSO72ERCON645YZM
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545638410/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0545638410&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=RSO72ERCON645YZM


 
Bad Kitty: Puppy’s Big Day by Nick Bruel 

It’s delightful to read a series where every book is consistently good. Well, in this case, 

hilariously good. Bad Kitty is raging so Puppy calls for help. Uncle Murry to the rescue. 

Only Uncle Murry’s in for some trouble when he takes Puppy out of the house –without 

a leash, or a poop bag, or a license! Insert sarcastic messages of cat awesomeness 

from you-know-who and inventive new canine characters at the pound, and you have 

the perfect story for beginning readers one could pack in 153 pages. 

 

 
Amelia Bedelia (I Can Read Book Series) 
by Peggy Parish, Fritz Siebel (illus.) 
Meet Amelia Bedelia, the unflappable maid who does everything literally. With 
her purse on her arm and hat firmly on her head, Amelia Bedelia follows 
instructions to a T: Change the towels? Nothing a pair of scissors can't do! Dust 

the furniture? That's when the perfumed dusting powder really comes in handy. Dress 
the chicken for dinner -- well, do you want a boy chicken or a girl chicken? Amelia 
Bedelia's well-meaning gaffs cause readers to chuckle but her employer to fume -- it's a 
good thing she's such a good cook! 

 
 
 
Lilly's Purple Plastic Purse 
by Kevin Henkes 

Lilly the mouse adores her teacher, Mr. Slinger -- until he takes away the purple plastic 
purse she was proudly showing off to her class. Lilly is so angry she draws a nasty 
picture of Mr. Slinger and slips it in his bag. At the end of the day, Lilly gets her purse 
back and inside is a sympathetic note and a bag of treats. As in all his other books, 
Henkes shows an incredible sensitivity to children's feelings 

 

! 

http://amzn.to/1BpHula
http://amzn.to/1BpHula


The Case of the Spooky Sleepover, Jigsaw Jones Mystery #4 

by James Preller 

Ralphie Jordan can't sleep. Something is making spooky noises in his room at 

night. It's a perfect case for Jigsaw Jones, who pieces together all the ghostly clues 

The Adventures of Taxi Dog 
by Debra Barracca, Sal Barracca, Mark Buehner (illus.) 
Jim, a New York City taxi driver, rescues a stray dog and dubs his new pet Maxi. Maxi 
accompanies Jim in his taxi and meets all sorts of people. With each new passenger, 
Maxi makes a new friend -- and even helps Jim get tips! The text is written in a 
bouncing rhyme, and Beuhner's paintings capture Maxi's doggy personality and Jim's 
geniality. Can you find the cat in every picture? 
 
 

 
Finley Flowers Original Recipe by Jessica Young 

3rd grade Finley wants to win a cooking contest so she can give the prize (free pizza for 

a year) to her best friend, Henry, for his birthday. She insists she doesn’t need ideas or 

help which turns out to be a disaster as well as a valuable learning experience. 

Charming illustrations accompany this sweet story of friendship. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1479558788/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1479558788&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=VI7PBRVFWO7LL7Q6


 
The Ghost Backstage (The Haunted Library) by Dori Hillestad Butler, illustrated by 

Aurore Damant 

Another intriguing adventure of Claire and her ghostly friend, Kaz. . . . Have they found 

Kaz’s mom? What or who is haunting the school theater and causing all the mischief?  

 

Here is a website that you might find handy to access a lot of different books in different 

genres and reading ability for your chil. 

 

https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/2nd-grade-summer-reading-list/ 

 

Non Fiction Books: 

 Seymour Simon books 

 Sport Books 

 Animal Books 

 Magic School Bus books 

Other series: 

 Star War Clone Wars 

 Ivy and Bean, Annie Barrows 

 Geronimo Stilton, Geronimo Stilton 

 Henry and Mudge series 

 Horrible Harry Series, Suzy Kline 

 Nate The Grate series 

 Encyclopedia Brown series, Donald Sobol 

 Magic Tree House series 

 Captain Awesome series 

 Galaxy Jack  

 

*Summer Vacation is almost here!  It is a time to REST, RELAX, AND READ, but above 

all ENJOY!! 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/044846246X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=044846246X&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=IY4GRQYRLOXEYUTN


 

Reading, like a sport, involves practice and skill. Real skill building occurs when children 

read for pleasure, when children read “just right” books (books that are not too hard or 

too easy), and when children can explore all topics and books that interest them.   

Below are a few tips to encourage reading during the summer: 

 Choose “just right” books of any genre (fiction, nonfiction, comic books, 

magazines, picture books). 

 Set aside a regular family reading time each day. 

 Read to your child each day. 

 Recognize your child’s interests. 

 Let your child read see you each day reading. 

 Don’t forget to pack a book when you go on vacation. 

 

During the first week of school in the fall, your child will be asked to recall their favorite 

book they read during the summer.  They will illustrate their favorite part of the book and 

write a few sentences about the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


